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Indian chiefs were all in favour of religious
education.1

In 1913 again, the Government of India
observed that "though the most thoughtful minds
in India" lamented the tendency of the existing
system of education to develop the intellectual at
the expense of the moral and religious faculties,
the Government of India could not change its
policy of complete neutrality in any way.2

Since then, the Government has throughout
adhered to the principle of strict neutrality in the
matter of religious education,

"The existence in India of creeds differing
widely from one another and from the faith
of the ruling power has made it essential
for the State to assume a position of strict
religious neutrality in its relations with
public instruction. This principle was
emphatically asserted in the Despatch of
1854, and has ever since been rigidly en-
forced. No religious instruction is given in
the Government schools; and provided only
it imparts sound secular instruction, a private

1 Sir Andrew Eraser, "Indian Unrest" in The Nineteenth
Century, October 1910, p. 753.
* Indian Educational Policy, 19139 para. 5.